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Honourable J.V. Bainimarama, CF(Mil),OSt.J, MSD, jssc, psc

Prime Minister of Fiji and Minister for iTaukei Affairs and Sugar Industry 


CLOSING SPEECH AT THE 39TH FIJI BITTER MARIST SEENS  


ANZ Stadium							         		Sat. 7th March, 2015
LAUCALA BAY								1845 Hours	
_____________________________________________________________________________

The Sponsors Fiji Bitter and Paradise Beverages, 
Associate sponsors who are too many to name, 
Distinguished Guests;
And to the most important people of all - you the Spectators who have been able to witness firsthand top class Fiji rugby sevens at your doorstep.

[bookmark: _GoBack]For this, I ask we applaud Lawrence Tikaram and his hardworking team of volunteers and officials of the Marist Rugby Club who have worked tirelessly since last year to pull off, yet again, another successful Fiji Bitter Marist Sevens. (round of applause)

I also salute the main sponsor Fiji Bitter and Paradise Beverages and all associate sponsors who donated cash or kind valuable equipment and services - a round of applause.

The Marist sevens since its humble inception 39 years ago has come a long way to develop sevens rugby in Fiji and we pay tribute to the late George Reade and his colleague at the then St John Marist Rugby Club Pio Bosco Tikoisuva for the vision to begin sevens rugby back then.

Bosco had returned from the United Kingdom to bring home the concept of tall fast running forwards in the abbreviated version of the game and George Reade - a giant in Fiji and Suva rugby back then created the concepts with his officials. Reade then decided grassroot development was important and tournaments later we saw unknown teams coming through the pool games to challenge the giants.
It is thanks to these two great men that we have a tournament each year where the bar is raised higher and higher - please a round of applause for these two men. 

Players like Esala Labalaba, the late Senivalati Laulau, Etuate Gusuivalu 'Honda', Isei Nasiganiyavi, Acura Niuqila, Robert Howard, Master Paulo Nawalu, Peni Rauluni, Aliposo Waqailiti, Mesake Rasari, Waisale Serevi, Noa Nadruku, Tom Cama Senior (who played for Nabua) and his son Tom Cama junior,  who played for Marist Rugby Club, Osea Kolinisau, Isake Katonibau, Jerry Tuwai (the latter two also played for the Marist Rugby Club) all stamped their mark here at the Marist sevens and at one time all best players were almost guaranteed a spot in the national team.  

At the same time the Marist club has lost two former reps - one Sirilo Lovokuro, a former Fiji and Japan national rep who died in Nadi last year and Jone Dimuri who died in the United States this year and was farewelled by the Marist Old Boys in the United States and and the Marist Rugby Club here in Fiji.  The two players played at this event and officiated later on in their careers.  Our sympathies and prayers go out to the families of these two players.   

We understand that teams have spent a lot of time and money to attend the event and planning begins very early so their gladiators make it to the event.

A round of applause to all clubs and supporters who have also made it to the event whether it was through a village soli, a community “gunusede” or barrel nite - the Marist Sevens is the platform to launch careers.

A round of applause to our friends who have come all the way from New Caledonia to be at this tournament and I understand two referees who flew all the way from Japan to officiate here.
The Marist sevens has grown from strength to strength each year and has this year vowed to make administration of such an event even better by getting teams to register early.  Briefings have also involved requests from national sevens coach Ben Ryan to improve and be vigilant on poor sportsmanship and ill discipline and we are confident that if our clubs work close with Fiji Rugby Union and its officials we will make a big impact in the sport.

My Government will support sporting bodies like Fiji rugby as we prepare for major sporting events .....(monetary value or forms of support) for the upcoming Rio Olympics and the Rugby World Cup.

We and you the public offer our support to Ben Ryan and his band of players as they also try to secure a top four spot and a possible IRB circuit win to satisfy the hunger of our sevens crazy nation.

Rugby is one sport that unites this great nation and we hope you have enjoyed the two days of rugby.

It is also a potential employment opportunity for our youth today and we pay special mention to the attendance of Master Paulo Nawalu, a former Fiji and Japan national rep, and a St John Marist rugby player, who is here scouting for women to play rugby in Yokohama in Japan.

To the women who have now stamped their mark in IRB womens rugby - congratulations and you are a living example that what men can do maybe you can do better.  
Sunday March 8 also marks International Women’s Day, a day in which all organisations right around the world celebrate women’s achievements and call for greater equality.  

As your Prime Minister, I am proud to recognise the progress of women within our beloved Fiji and to commit to an environment which fosters even greater unity and diversity . Women play a special part in our lives and contribute to our country.  A special note of thanks to all the women in Fiji and to those that participated at the 39th Fiji Bitter Marist 7s. 


We support and salute you.  I know that you all have had a tough two days of competition and without further ado wish all players and officials a safe trip back home – “moce viro” to my “tauvu” from Taveuni and Savusavu – “sa kece” mai Beqa, “moce qi sa la”, and to all future teams - plan ahead so you avoid disappointment.

The 39th Fiji Bitter Marist Sevens tournament is now declared closed.

Vinaka vakalevu – Thank you.

___________________
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